'IN   COMMON   PRACTICE'

we find this,statement appearing in the Times of India

over her name :

One of the great handicaps which India meets
in her competition with other countries and one
of the great obstacles to her internal development
is the poor health and feeble physique of her popu-
lation. This leads to frequent disablement through
illness and to a shortened expectation of life, little
more than half that of people in England.1

And although Dr. Balfour at no time goes all the
way with Mother India as to-when the Hindu girl looks
for motherhood, other authorities, equally experienced,
are otherwise minded.

Compare, for instance, Dr. Balfour's average age
of 194 for first deliveries with the evidence, given
before the Age of Consent Committee, of Dr. G. E.
Campbell, principal of the Lady Hardinge Medical
College, Delhi: 'Witness said she must have attended
more than one thousand Hindu girls for child-birth at
the ages of from isf to i6| years.'2

Or, compare an Indian's statement, that of Dr.
(Mrs.) Muthulakshmi Reddi, well-known medical
practitioner and widely respected social worker :

During the sixteen years of medical practice
among the higher class Hindus, I have attended on
many a child mother ranging from 12 to 15 not

1 From a reprint sent the author by Dr. Balfour, who was unable
to give its exact date.   The article appeared, however, either late
1927 or early 1928.

2 Bombay Daily Mail, Bombay, October nth, 1928.   See also
The Pioneer y Allahabad, October I2th, 1928, and Indian Social
Reformer, November loth, 1928.
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